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had occurred at an earlier stage of that morning's meeting, when a
draft resolution—presented jointly by the delegations of Spain, Ire-
land, Sweden, and Czechoslovakia—had evoked a protest from Mr.
Matsuoka. This resolution was conceived as follows:
The Assembly,
Considering that the Commission of Enquiry appointed by the Council
stated in its unanimous report that, as regards the questions pending
between the two parties, every possibility of peaceful settlement had not
been explored before the 18th September, 1931; that the relations be-
tween China and Japan were those of disguised war; and that the mili-
tary operations which were undertaken by the Japanese troops after the
18th September, 1931, and which created these relations, could not be
regarded as measures of legitimate defence;
Considering that, in its unanimous report, the Commission of Enquiry
stated it to be a fact that, without declaration of war, an important part
of what was indisputably Chinese territory has been seized by force and
occupied by the Japanese troops, and that, as a sequel to this operation,
it has been separated and declared independent of the rest of China;
Considering that the Commission of Enquiry further stated in its
unanimous report that the present regime in Manchuria could not be
regarded as the outcome of a sincere and spontaneous movement of
independence:
Observes that the vast operations and the military occupation which
followed the events of the 18th September, 1931, cannot be considered as
measures of legitimate defence;
Observes that the regime set up in Manchuria has only been able to be
carried into effect thanks to the presence of Japanese troops;
Observes that the recognition of the present regime in Manchuria is not
compatible with existing international obligations;
Authorizes the Committee of Nineteen to solicit the co-operation of the
Governments of the United States of America and of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics for the purpose of getting into touch with the parties
with a view to ensuring a settlement of the dispute on the basis of the
above-mentioned findings.
Mr. Matsuoka's response to this censure was in the following terms:
In the interest of the League, I wish to ask the authors of this draft
resolution to withdraw it. Failing this, it is only fair to ask the President
to put it to the vote when the time comes so that we may know the sense
of the Assembly. I am afraid, let me add, that the handling of this
resolution may, I even think will, entail consequences perhaps not in-
tended or anticipated by the authors of the resolution.
A decision on Mr. Matsuoka's motion of order was postponed until
after the close of the general discussion, which was terminated, as it
had been opened, by speeches from the representatives of the two
disputant countries. The Chinese spokesman, who, on this occasion,
was Mr. Quo Tai-chi, concentrated his efforts, in the first place, upon

